The Coming Civilization
nodes of behaviour. The weakness of the contem-
Dorary attitude towards sex is that that attitude
iocs not reflect any constructive ideal. At least,
that is the impression I get from talking to my
younger friends; they do not quite know where they
are, so far as the sexual ethic is concerned. It looms
before them as a troublesome mystery to which they
have not yet discovered the key. They are quite
clear that the Victorian code was unsatisfactory
and that there was something rather nasty and
unwholesome in its disciplinary conventions and
professions of purity. It is obvious that we must not
be enslaved by those sort of repressions, and that we
must be genuine about an influence which so deeply
colours all our personal experience. But this reaction
is not in itself sufficient.
As we have seen, we are now offered the materialist
psychological doctrine that we should not hesitate
to express our sexual impulses in physical acts.
Provided that you find a girl who is willing, you
should go to bed with her whenever you feel inclined.
The materialist doctrine involves only two qualifica-
tions, that we should not express ourselves sexually
to excess, and that our sex-conduct should not be
anti-social. The first qualification is obvious enough,
but the second is hardly satisfactory. For who is to
decide what is anti-social? It is anti-social to commit
rape or to victimize young children; no civilized
State could tolerate such offences. But is homo-
sexual practice, for instance, anti-social? Homo-